S
CAR HAS ENTRUSTED the Journal of Digital Imaging to me as your Editor-inChief to develop and nurture for the next three years. My goal is to ensure that the Journal remains the premier voice for the dissemination of information and scholarly investigation in the field of medical digital imaging and informatics. My pledge to you as a reader and subscriber is to re-establish a regular production cycle and to seek out and attract high-quality articles that will help you as you work in or investigate this evolving and dynamic field. We plan to publish information on TRIPä (Transforming the Radiological Interpretation Process) in each issue. This exciting SCAR initiative will spearhead research, education, and discovery of innovative solutions to the problem of information/image data overload. In this issue, look for the essay titled ''An Update on the SCAR TRIPä Initiative'' by Richard L. Morin.
In close collaboration with SCAR management and Springer-Verlag, we have worked together to make some changes that will make handling manuscripts and producing the journal streamlined and efficient. The first change is that the editorial office will now be located in SCAR headquarters at 10105 Cottesmore Court, Great Falls, Virginia 22066-3540. This will ensure continuity and consistency when editorial changes are made. In our current electronic age, distance is not a factor when collaborative work is performed; the Editor-inChief does not have to be in the same building as the Editorial Assistant or the Publisher. The second change is the adoption of Manuscript Centralä as our online manuscript submission and management system. Manuscript Centralä, a product of Scholar Oneä (www.scholarone.com), offers Web-based solutions for authoring and submission of manuscripts, peer review, production and manuscript tracking, and other online publication services. We believe that using Manuscript Centralä will make us more efficient and will help reduce the time from submission to final decision on a manuscript to no more than four weeks.
One of my goals for JDI is to increase the number of pages produced per year from approximately 240 to at least 360, either in the form of more pages per issue or more issues per year. All of our manuscripts are published online as soon as they are in complete form for publication in the print journal, so there is no delay once the pages have met the final approval of the authors. You can find the online manuscripts by starting at www.scarnet.org and following the links to Publications-JDI.
All potential authors should become familiar with the use of Manuscript Centralä. You may register and submit manuscripts online instead of using the more traditional paper and electronic submission methods. We encourage the use of Manuscript Centralä, and by June 2004, it will be the only way of submitting manuscripts to JDI. The URL for JDI Manuscript Centralä is jdi.manuscriptcentral.com.
Although we can use the online tools to submit and manage manuscripts, when manuscripts are prepared to be sent to SpringerVerlag NY for publication in the print journal, we still need to provide specific materials. The publisher requires both the paper version of the manuscript, figure legends, tables, and figures, and the electronic version of everything, on disk. After a manuscript has been accepted, you as an author can expect to receive a request for the final version and all supporting documentation to be sent to me at the University of Florida, Department of Radiology, 1600 SW Archer Rd., Box 100374, Gainesville, FL 32610. This documentation will include the following:
All the author submission forms in a paper At this time, we can publish color images on the online version of JDI if hi-res files are supplied, but color costs for the print version, must be borne by the author; if you do not wish to pay for publishing color figures, please print your figures in black-and-white and be sure they look the way you wish. I plan to investigate more ways to produce electronic images and figures and will publish the information in subsequent issues of JDI. In the meantime, if you have comments, questions, or suggestions, please send them to me at honeyman@ufl.edu.
I look forward to the challenges and excitement of editing our high-quality journal, and I want to be responsive to our readers and our contributors. Please let me know if you have suggestions for improving the journal or if you have any special topics you would like to have included.
